
 

 
Announcement on Final Rule from the Federal Railroad Administration 

Completes Enactment of Legislation to Strengthen Safety of the U.S. Freight 
Rail Interchange System 

FRA’s final rule on the “Stopping America’s Foreign Enemies Through Rail and Infrastructure 
National Security (SAFE TRAINS Act)” 

 
(WASHINGTON, DC) — Following an announcement by the U.S. Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) on a final rule that safeguards the U.S. freight rail interchange system 
from foreign threats, the Rail Security Alliance thanked the FRA for its important work. 

 
The final rule was required with the Nov. 15, 2021 enactment of the Infrastructure Investment 
Jobs Act (IIJA), which included a provision known as the “Stopping America’s Foreign Enemies 
Through Rail and Infrastructure National Security (SAFE TRAINS Act).” A backgrounder on the 
act can be found here. 

 
The Act, implemented in the final FRA rule, prevents foreign manufacturers from countries on 
U.S. watchlists, including Chinese manufacturers, from producing freight railcars and sensitive 
technologies for operation within the U.S. freight interchange rail system. Within the rolling 
stock market, China’s state-backed firm CRRC is on that list. 

 
Speaking on behalf of the 65,000 freight railcar manufacturers and suppliers who contribute to 
the domestic freight railcar industry, RSA Executive Director Erik Olson said, “We thank FRA 
Administrator Amit Bose and the entire agency for issuing a final rule that reflects the intent of 
the SAFE TRAINS Act, as well as facilitates its proper implementation. Their work makes our 
freight rail interchange safer.” 

 
Olson also thanked the House and Senate members who supported the provision, including: U.S. 
Rep. Rick Crawford (R-AR), a strong advocate for the safety of the U.S. freight railcar industry 
and interchange system, as well as U.S. Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) for introducing the measure, 
and for Sens. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and Jerry Moran (R-KS) for including the legislation as 
an amendment during Senate Commerce Committee consideration of what became the IIJA. 

 
“Protecting the constant movement of critical goods and supplies on the U.S. freight rail 
interchange is not optional,” Olson said. “Representative Crawford and Senators Cornyn, 
Baldwin and Moran understand the urgency, and we have them to thank first and foremost.” 

 
“Freight rail touches every state and economy in the U.S. It’s worth protecting. So, we also look 
forward to working with the incoming Trump Administration to ensure this regulation remains 
intact to prevent Chinese incursion in the freight rail interchange. President-elect Trump has 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2Fe4546ef52d14f75894da9fdac%2Ffiles%2Fccc5bd8d-1bde-b8d3-21cb-78416901d3c3%2FSAFE_TRAINS_TWO_PAGER.100324.final.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cglukken%40vennstrategies.com%7Cd356763c524148fa592c08dd2f3d8083%7C509a39f74eb34c2bb428d15e5a893b76%7C0%7C0%7C638718663431724527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=texmTXiX3h5K2nP261DZq7aa9FG%2B32NRtzitRgtblzY%3D&reserved=0


already shown a strong commitment to countering China, for which we’re thankful,” Olson 
added. 

 
As noted in its public comment earlier this year, RSA noted that the SAFE TRAINS Act goes 
beyond other Buy America requirements and closes a gap that would have allowed “an influx of 
state-subsidized rolling stock or components” to take over North American railroad systems. 
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About the Rail Security Alliance 
The Rail Security Alliance supports and encourages the adoption and enactment of U.S. policies, 
procedures and laws that promote the security of the railroads and the railroad system of the 
United States of America. RSA represents 65,000 domestic and North American freight railcar 
manufacturers and suppliers and an industry that contributes $6.5 billion annually to the U.S. 
GDP. 
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